Hemophilia B and free tissue transfer: medical and surgical management.
Hemophilia B (Christmas disease) is a rare, X-linked bleeding diathesis, which may present with life-threatening hemorrhage. Management of the coagulopathy in the setting of free tissue transfer may be particularly challenging. The authors present the first case in the English literature of a male with hemophilia B undergoing microvascular free flap reconstruction, as well as a review of the current surgical and medical management of hemophilia B. Based upon this experience, perioperative specific factor replacement is recommended. Given physiologic trough levels of the replaced factor, routine antiplatelet therapy appears appropriate. Management of free tissue transfer in the setting of severe hemophilia is significantly more challenging and should benefit from multidisciplinary coordination.